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F T E R great improvements, and re- 


this mode of Abſorption has happily pre- 
vailed, and isteſtahliſhed in the good opinion of 


mankind, notwithftandihg it met with great 


oppoſitidn at firſtʒ from ſome leading men in 


the profeſſion. Conſidering the direful miſ- 


Chicks occaſioned by the improper ule of mer- 


| cury for ſeyeral ages, it ſeemed rather extra- 


ordinary that a method, founded on ſuch dif- 


5 ferent principles from thoſe which had pre- 


.vailed, and withal ſofavourable to the conſti- 


= tution, . ſhould: have been coldly received by 


any Gentlemen of the -faciilty.” "Fthink myſelf - 


under the higheſtobligations"to* thoſe candid 
. Medical. Correſpondents; Who, with an eye to 


the general welfare, and With a ſpirit of true 
philanthropy; voluntarily appeared as advo- 
cates in a cauſe they conceiveèd a good opinion 
of, and; which is-now confirmed to them by a 
ſeries of their on ſucceſsful experience. The 
hiſtory of all ages, however, ſhews, that im- 
provements of every kind are commonly ſlow 


in their advances, owing to the different views 


and intereſts of mankind. 3 
The practice of inoculation for the ſmall por 


bas been much FO in its * "IAN 5 thoſe | 
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peated trials by different praQitioners 2 


14 5 


who thought i it their intereſt to ſuppreſs i it ; bur 
their aim at length has failed; they are heard 


but not regarded; and the practice flouriſnes 


more than ever. Error may continue for ſuc- 
ceſſive ages, yet truth, we find, in the end 


prevails, breaks through oppoſing clouds and 
ſhines with redoubled luſtre. 


The application of the matter of ſmall pox 
by inoculation, and of mercury by this mode of 
abſorption, are founded on the fame principles, 


and bear the ſtricteſt analogy. Both operate 
Iightly and uniformly on the ſyſtem; whilſt 
the imminent danger to which the viſcera are 


particularly expoſed from the accumulation of 
the natural ſmall pox, or from loads of mercury 


uſed in the common way for the cure of Siphy- 


lis, is happily avoided. Fortunately for man- 
kind, the ſmall pox can be had only once, and 


therefore no one can ſpeak experimentally. of 
the difference betwixt one method and the 
other; yet few, I believe, would hefitate in 


their choice, if the mode of receiving it was at 


their option. This diſorder, on the contrary, 
is repeatedly communicable, and many patients 
have employed mine and the other methods alſo. 


They, of courſe, muſt be competent judges 


of the comparative merits of each ; and it ſeems 


beſt to appeal to their deciſion. 


Fram 


A'S 3 36 

From the great eaſe and ſimplicity in the ap- 
plication of it, it is probable that this practice, 
like inoculation, will not long remain in the 
hands of the faculty: and there needs no greater 


proof of this, than the numerous well authen- 
ticated inſtances which daily occur of patients 
curing themſelves and others, of the moſt in- 


veterate ſiphylitic complaints, without conſine- 
ment or diſagreeable reſtrictions of any kind. 
This evinces its merits, more than volumes of 
caſes, which, however faithfully related, will 
always be ſuſpected, and generally diſregarded. 
I remarked in a former publication, that 
great advantages attended the uſe of ſaline pre- 
parations of mercury, which, diffolving, are 
more quickly abſorbed than other powders not 


ſoluble, and riſing againſt their own weight. 
The moſt acrid of this claſs, when properly 


mixed, may be ſafely applied to the upper ſur- 


face of the tongue, obſerving, for ſome time, 


not to ſwallow the ſaliva. 


It is impoſſible to particularize the doſe of 
mercurial medicines, as they operate variouſly 
on conſtitutions. We always begin with very 
fmall portions, and ſhould increaſe them till the 
requiſite effect upon the ſyſtem is produced. 


It gives me much pleaſure to add, from 
authentic information, that other remedies, 
„ Dr. James's Powder. 
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particularly thoſe in a ſaline form,) for diſor- 

ders of various kinds, have been applied to the 
cuticular ſurfaces of the mouth, and were ab- 
ſorbed with the happieſt ſucceſs. 


Hoc ore a4/orpto fugiunt pallorque ſituſque, 
„ Membraque luxuriant.“ | 


We commonly look up to the Hoſpital 
_ and publick Lecturers for the 
beſt modes of medical practice; what then 
muſt we think of theſe our Guides, when we 
fee and hear them labour to miſlead and im- 
prels the tender minds of their pupils, with an 
Idea of the advantages of the old methods, 
when it is known and lamented, that many 

unfortunate people periſh through the 
great abuſe of mercury in their hoſpitals. 
Et dici potuiſſe, et non potuifſe ręfelli. 

Dr. KIRKLAND wiſely obſerves, that,— 
* the uſe of /arge quantities of mercury, in 
the cure of ſiphylis, is perfectly unneceflary, 
always injurious, and I do'believe it has killed 
multitudes, and deſtroyed the health of mil- 
lions. I hope to ſee the horrid practice of 
daubing with loads of extinguiſhed quickſilver, 
laid aſide, and I mean to afliſt in expunging a 


method founded in erroneous principles.“ 


Dr. Home, King's Profeſſor at 2 inſtituted a 1 
enquiry into this mode of practice, in the Infirmary there; and the 
reſult of the experiments the Doctor informs me, proved greatly in 
its favour. They are intended ſpecdily for publication in a work of 
the Doctor's, which is ſaid to be ready for the preſs. To the honour 
of Scotland, it is admitted, that their zeal for improving medical 
knowledge exceeds that of every other country. | 
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Wh at can PA more thocking to the feelings of 
humanity, than to behold young and. old perſons 
of both ſexes, rubbing themſelyes with mercurial 
ointment, before an intenſe fire, till they drop 

with fatigue, the ſweat pouring down them in 
„ 2 continued ſtream ! with face and head vehe- 
mently ſwelled, and wringing hands, they ſoli- 
| cit relief, but all in vain! Each day brings a 
5 repetition of their bitter woe ; bitter indeed, 
| when we reflect that it is unneceflary, and not 
to be juſtified on any ground or principle.— 
"© Nature ſhrinks with horror at the' miſery of- the | 
| flogged offending ſoldier; yet here neceſlity 1 nes 
plea for ſuch rigour. But, to ſalivate and torture, g 
for a mere ſcratch, which is too often the Caſe, 
— | whether thro' groſs ignorance ot wanton eruel - 
ty, is a crime of the deepeſt complexion ; and 
however it may be overlooked here, will ſurely 
meet with puniſhment, in a world of. Retribu- 
ion, at the Theond! of never falling Juſtice, and 
mercy. il e e 
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Explanation of the PLATE. 
Fig. 1, Is meant to ſhew the falivary glands, | for 


which purpoſe the integuments are re- 


moved from the head and face. 
The parotid gland. : 
b A not uncommon firaggling portion af the 
ſame gland, with its own little ud which. 
„ ;© .. * 
c The parotid duct; this laſt opens upon the 
inſide of the mouth, as 4 cin Fi is. 3. 
4 The maxillary gland. „„ 
4: The ſublingual gland, FE 2 Hit ea... 
to bring 1 it into view. | 
5 A briſtle, ſuppoſed to bei in the bed aua, 
n Its direction 

„ A ditto in the duct of the maxillary gland 
ſhewing „ 

Fi ig 2. Shews the outſide of the lips Aripped of its 
cuticular covering. 

The villi, (or: packets of ca blood 
veſſels, abſorbents and nerves) here ex- 
ceedingly long. 

| Fig, 3. Exhibits ſo much gf the inſide of the mouth 


as is upon the outſide of the teeth and 
Alveolar prooellee, 3 


0 


5 The fat, or adipoſe fc da 
e The villous membrane, or lining of the 
mouth, ſtripped of its cuticular covering. 
4 The villi, as at «Fig. 2; but ſhorter, - 
ee Briſtles in the ducts of the ein at their 
I into the — ä 
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HE part principally affected a by the G 
. norrhcea is the penis, which . of | 
Sos parts; two of theſe are called corpora 
cavernoſa, and lie on each fide, and there is 
a - third, ſituated underneath, named corpus 
ſpongioſum urethræ, conſiſting of the bulb 


and membranous part, continued on to the . 3 
bladder, and terminating at the other extre- 


mity, in the corona, or glans penis. The 


urethra has three glands, which were diſco- 


vered by Comer, and called mucous glands, i 
from the tenacity of the liquor which they 
ſeparate. There are alſo two (or rather one) 
about the ſize of a nutmeg, which lie at the 
neck of the bladder, between the veſiculz 
ſeminales and penis, under the offa Pubis, 
almoſt within the pelvis of the abdomen; they 
A 5 ſeparate 


„ 4 


carried into the urethra by ſeveral ducts, which 
enter near thoſe of the proſtatæ. The two 
firſt of Cowper's glands are about the bignefs 
of a French bean, of a depreſſed oval e 
and a yellowiſh colour like the proſtatæ, be- 
ing on each ſide the bulb of the urethra, a 


little above it. Their excretory ducts ariſe 7 
from the internal ſurface, next the i inner mem 


brane of the urethra, into which they open -a 
little lower by two diſtin& orifices, Juſt be- 


low the curvature of the oſſa pubis in peri- 
no, where they diſcharge a tranſparent vie 


cous liquor. The third mucous gland is ſmall, 
conglohate, and yellowiſn, like the former, 
but ſome what leſs, fituated above the angle of 
the flexure of the urethra, under the oſſa 


pubis, in the perinæum, near the anus: it has 


two excretory ducts, which enter the urethra 
obliquely, a quarter of an inch below the two 
former, and diſcharges a liquor like them both 
in colour and conſiſtence. 

The ſeat of the Gonorrhœa in women is 


the vagina, which is affected with a diſcharge 


like that of the urethra in men. It lies be⸗ 


tween the bladder and inteſtinum rectum, and 
has rugz, under which are ſmall glands, 


N nf oa ducts, Ae > called lacunæ. 


ſeparate a limpid glutinous humour, which is 


r . 


Theſe 


1. 
i 
| 


Theſe lande ſeparate a mucilaginous ſlimy li- 


„ oe* 


ce 
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quor to lubricate the vagina, and are the ſear 
of the Gonorrhœa i in this ſex, as the glands in 
the urethra are in the male. The meatus uri- 
narius being a very ſhort paſſage, the heat and 


ſcalding is OY much leſs than i in the 


men. 6 
NA. Gonorrhœa from the urethra in a man, 


78 © begins with an uncafineſs about the parts, 


© "of. generation, together with ; an appearance 
of a little whitiſh matter, about the orifice. 
of the urethra, CY little ſwelling and ſome-. 
times redneſs there, and a flight pungency 
upon the evacuation of urine. The whitiſh 
matter ſoon encreaſes in quantity, the in- 
flammation about the end of the urethra. 
| becomes more evident, and for the moſt 
« part there is now a tenſion and hardneſs 
* through the whole of! Its. A ſwelling, of the. 
l lacunæ, and el ſenſation of ſtricture in the 
* penis, particularly on erection. The matter 
*© ſtill increaſes, flows out, and grows thinner, 


cc 
cc 


ce 


T4 


& loſes all its adheſiveneſs, and is of a y ellows, 


or greeniſh colour, There is now always 


| 40 a redneſs about the end of the canal; often 


a pain from the diſtention of the urethra, 
* OT ri the evacuation of urine, and a much 


0 ; Tevorer towards the orifice, from its ſtimulus, 


A 2 . 


( 4) 

e with an increaſe of the redneſs juft after it 
* is evacuated. The inflammation prevents 
the extenſion of the urethra in erection, ſo 
that the penis is at, that time curved down- 
wards with great pain, which is increaſed if 
ce it be raiſed towards the belly, and the ſti- 
s mulus occaſions it often to be erected, 2 
bh cially when warm in bed *.“ 

It is generally eſteemed good practice on. 
this occaſion to give Nitre in confiderable 
quantity, a purging electuary, pill, or ſalts, 
and to take blood freely from the patient; 
alſo to direct large quantities of diluting, li- 
quors, and further to recommend a ſtrict re- 
gimen and abſtinence from particular meats,. 
vegetables, and ftrong liquors. The queſtion 
is, are ſuch medicines my reſtriction neceſſary? 
In my humble opinion they are not; and they 
appear, upon the whole, to do more hatm 15 
than good, as I ſhall endeayour to demon- 
ſtrate from the experience of thoſe who are 
well qualified to give an opinion in a matter 
of this kind, and alſo from my own obſerva- 
tion and practice. 
Dr. Cullen remarks, * that purgatives not 
only inflame the rectum, but alſo extend their 
irritation to the urethra.” ” May not chordee 


br. Fordzce's Elements of Phyſic, . . 


- CC 
cc 


cc 
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3 priapiſm then often be uy b 
cauſe ? | 
Dr. Fordyce recommends * | V inpreafing 88 
ſecretion a little, by ſuch 9 purgatives 
as procure only two or three evacuations a 
day.” But who can enſure his patient two or 
three ſtools only in a day? The inteſtines 
being once put into motion, will not accom- 
modate themſelves exactly to our wiſh or 
convenience. Happily for the patient, it is 
certain that even gentle purging may be difs 
penſed with on theſe occaſions. 
_ He, adds, that ſevere purging K+ >, aug 
ments the inflammatory ſymptoms, brings.on 
ſtrangury and exulcerations, gives occaſion ta 
inflammation of the teſticles, and other neigh» 
bouring parts, or it ſtops the running before 
the infection is waſhed off, and the Gonorr» 


haa either returns in a few days, or Lacan 
rations take place.” os 


The Doctor further e 6 Puig long 
continued purging is apt to weaken the fto- 
mach and inteſtines, to hurt the digeſtion, ta 
produce obſtinate gleets, and hypochondriacal 


ſymptoms, particularly i in irritable. or malen 


cholic habits.“ 


Many more authorities Wige 1 a 
in enge of the bad effects of a courſe of pur 


ren 
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gatives in theſe caſes, which are generally of 
conſiderable duration, when treated in this 
manner. Neither are antiphlogiſtic remedies - 
to be depended upon, as they ſometimes pro- 
duce the very contrary effect to what was ex- 
pected from them: amongſt the firſt of theſe 
is nitre, in inflammatory diſorders. Dr. Lewis, 
a late writer of no ſmall credit, reckons, thar 
Nitre often gives relief in ſtrangurles, and heat 
of urine, proceeding either from à ſimple or a 
venereal taint; and indeed the greateſt part of 
practitioners have always given it, and fill 
continue to give it in the venereal ardor urine. 
This practice, however, ſays Dr. Hope i in 
„ lectures on the Materia Medica, I am 
apt to believe has taken its riſe from the 
name of ardor having always been given to 
the pain in evacuating the urine, during the 
& time of a venereal inflammation of the 
„ urethra, and the name and virtues of a 
cooler, having always been attributed to 
& this ſalt. But it is certain that the urine 
60 paſſed during the time of a venereal in- 
& flamtnation is no warmer than at other times, 
4 And therefore to preſeribe a cooler to allay 
e the heat of it, is abſurd; and I am Per- 
# ſyaded, that on a free and candid examina- 
«tion of this matter, it will be found, that 


© nitrg 
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nitre has not the ſmalleſt power of alleviat- 
ing the pain which is then felt; for I have 


given it in all the different ſtag es of this 


dat in ſmall and in large, Toſs; ; but 45 
from the ſole uſe of it in a great number of 
trials, have never been able to obſerve that 
it afforded the leaſt relief. Nor, when we 


conſider the cauſe of that pain, and the 
effects of nitre, have we any reaſon to ex- 


pect it; for the pain certainly proceeds from 


the acrid ſalts in the urine, ſtimulating the 


inflamed or excoriated urethra; and a ſo- 
lution of nitre applied to any excoriated 


part always gives confiderable * Pain. Ex- 
| periments aſſure us, that on taking nitre 
into the ſtomach, the urine becomes im- 
pregnated with it. The larger therefore 
the doſes are, the ſtronger will this im- 
pregnation be, and the greater ſtimulus 
added to the urine; ſo that we may ſenfibly ; 
* conclude, that this ſalt will rather augment 


than diminiſh the pain in evacuating ir. The 
Doctor further remarks, that there are many ä 


weak and delicate fiontachs, which cannot 


bear the cold it produces, and others, in 
whom it always creates fickneſs and nau- 


ſea,” oy” 
beta. 
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| Befides the diſagreeable circumſtance of 
taking great quantities of nauſeous medicines, 
we find there is the greateſt uncertainty as to 
their real effects on the diſeaſes they are inten- 
ded to remove. A powder, or medicine of any 
| Kind, applied to blood in a baſon, may viſibly 
affect that fluid, and render it thin or thick; 
yet being taken into the ſtomach, and poſſibly 
from thence into the circulation, it may have 
a a very. different effect on the circulating fluids, 
or perhaps none, having undergone a material 
alteration i in its courſe. 
A late celebrated Lecturer on the Materia 
Medica, diſcourſing with his pupils on the 
| powerful operations of mucilaginous medicines 
in the alleviation of the pain ariſing from the 
None in the bladder, remarked, that ſuch me- 
dicines were extremely uſeful where the ſtone 
was of the mulberry kind, and apt to vellicate 
the coats of the bladder. He told them the 
ropy mucilage would envelope the ſtone, and 
make a uniformly ſmooth ſurface, entirely 
* priving it of its aſperities, and conſequently 
of its power / of hurting the bladder. 
It i is 7 cult for one converſant with the 

mechaniſ m of the human body, and the ope- 
xations of medicine, to conceive, that a muci- 


| 


at 
2 e given by the mouth, will arrive at the 
| bladder 


0 


| blade der in io ſtate. We are Lettein chat 
particular remedies will ſtimulate particular 
parts: balſam of capivi, for inſtance, being 
abſorbed, is known to affe& the kidnies and 
bladder, by the ſtrong odour it imparts to the 
urine; but we do not find this, or any other 
medicine, except quickſilver, will paſs off in 
the ſame form in which it is adminiſtered by 
the mouth. This balſam is very much eſteems. 
ed for its great. virtues; particularly in certain 
ſtages of the Gonorrhœa, but it is ſo very 
difagreeable; on account of its oily and bitter 
quality, as well as its ſmell, that ſome patients 
ate foon diſguſted with it, and others will not 
be prevailed upon to take it; we cannot 
therefore, think it ſtrange, that many gentles 
men ſhould prefer injections to all other means, 
vhich do not appear to produce effects in any 
degree equal to the trouble which attends 
them. It muſt be acknowledged that patiems : 
often ſuffer more from the remedy than the 
diſorder; they are often more emaciated, 
weak, and pallid in their countenance '(cirs 
.cumſtances which frequently lead to diſagree> 
able diſcoveries), from the operations of pur- 
Satives in the ſpace of one week, than they 
would have been in a month, if thers had 
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There are many hs de kilos « not . 5 


; fue to purſue the ſeveral directions and pre- 


ſeriptions given by practitioners; and if they 
could find time, they would have but little 
inclination to undergo ſo much fatigue and 
trouble. Such tedious proceſſes are very ill 
.contrived for the multitude, who muſt be, 
and are daily y cured by means much more eaſy, ex- 
geeditious,and quite as effectual; and if one claſs 


of men are cured in this manner, why ſhould. 


not all enjoy the ſame benefit? 
I Thaye aſſerted, that a regimen, or particular 


diet, is not neceſſary in the cure of the Go- 


norrhea, when treated in the manner here 
recommended. Some have aſked, if the dif- 
order is not inflammatory, and if living low 


8 not indiſpenſibly neceſſary, in every com- 


-plaint of this kind? It may be ſaid in reply, 


that- this i is a local inflammation; which yields 
at once to a cooling detergent. liquid, applied 
10 the part; whilſt internal . medicines are 


commonly flow and uncertain in ee 
„ | 
* 
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. Dr Hugh Smith, who is an adyocate ber FRAY . 
aſſerts, That a Gonarrheea, if taken in "the beginning, may gene- 
; a be cured in a fortnight, without any injury to the conſtitution, 

* 21 in eflects whatſoever, Foes Medicamentorum.” . 
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When met cur 
ö mach, there is no occafion to enjoin reftric- 
tions with reſpect to diet, ſince no diſagree- 5 
ment can then 5 
the ſame manner as at other times, only avoids ; 
* A By 
1 have met with the greateſt ſucceſs i in the | 
cure of this complaint fre vitriolic injec- 
tions, and find they anſwer much better 
than thoſe prepared of mercury, which depoſit. 
2 confiderable ſediment, and being conveyed, | 
into the urethra, | excite irritation and N 
in that tender paſſage. 
The injection ſhould be applied bold rather 
than warm *, as cold braces, and warmth re- 7 
laxes. I find it often completes | the cure 
in much leſs than a . the time men- 
tioned by Dr. Smith. 1 OE 
The err objection t. to this lort of Practice 
is raiſed on the ſuppoſition that Injection are 
apt to produce firicfure in the urinary paſſage. 
This idea, I apprehend, is not well founded; 
having enquired of many different A 
who have been. troubled: with frrictures,” if 
yr had uſed injetions for the cure, and 


* 


2 1 the 8 cane any more than A light ſenſation of 7 
or pain in the paſſage, ir is evidently too much impregnated. with vi- 
_ trio], and the ſolution muſt be made weaker, as the irgſtation of the 
Bauer would incteaſe the ſymproms inſtead of dimiuiſhmg them. 
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, appen; patients may live in 
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was gonerally anſwered in the negative. 1 

am - much inclined to think” with Dr. For- 

dyce, That when a gomrrhea continues long, 

it ſometimes produces a frifture in the part x. 

Inflammation i is naturally diſpoſed to produce 
contraction and groves 3 in the different ſacs 56 
culi and paſſages of the body, as well as in the | 
urethra ; therefore we may conclude, that 8 
evils are often attributed to Injections +, which X 
in fa& owe their origin to other cauſes 3. 6 

It is the general opinion, that ſmall doſes of 
mercury ought to accompany the Injection. 
See Fordyce, Saunders, Smith, and others.— 
Confor mably to this idea, 1 give a grain of N 
mercurial powder, and apply it to the cuticu- 4 
lar ſurfaces of the lips, or the tongue, and at 
the ſame time make uſe. of the vitriolic, in 
preference to every other Injection. Though 
1 have made repeated trials of ſeveral, Lknow . 
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1 The Cad endenden juſtly obſerves, that omitting the lues ; 1 
once or twice will often . it fail of curing, when it would have [| 
otherwiſe produced that effect 1. He likewiſe remarks, that patients 
treated in this manner, are leſs liable to inflammation of the teſticles, 
or of the glands in the groin (or to chaneres) or Hrittures. i T help 
obſervations arg certainly founded on fact. | | 
af the Injection ſhould not e the deſired effect, it will f 
right to enquire if the urine paſſes freely, and whether it divides in 
wo ſtreams, or more or whether it comes out twiſtedz. like a,cork 
ſcrew. In theſe caſes, ir is not likely the Injection ſhould effect 4 
pur poſe, being unable to paſs : recourſe muſt therefore be had a the 
Rougie to reſtore the paſſage to its natural ſtate. - 
Tf the long duration of this diſtem _ produces altre << 
5 obüäructiona, then what removes the diſorder quickly, m Rinn 


ral prevent the + aboye evils, inſtead of cauſing! them. 12 1 . | 
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in twice the time Which this e 0083 
are ſome that W 


experiments, and generally uy dane chat th the 


þ + is not pus, but 


Musus is, in inſet; an x innocent, „ ld Avi n 


Mucus, when untainted, is tranſparent like 


the white of an egg, appears ſometimes as 4 
drop at the orifice of the urethra; next the 


Cay 
of no other which would reino 


aggravate the mom S ee 
11 is now proved by ar eee 203 8800 


diſcharge in a Gone er 


but mucus comes from furfaces nor ulcetared, 
though ſometimes inflamed. The late * 
Hunter often diſſected the etre of perſons 


who died, having the Gon 


but he never Ae ay" der i the 
paſſage, 345 1 2 3 


4 


2 


but capable of acquirin lence and acri · 


mony from contagious infection. The Gos 


norchos# is an increafed and virulent diſcharge 
from the micars glands of the urlnaty paſls 


glands, is of a mucilaginous viſeidity, and ite 
uſe is to ſheath, and defend the palſage from 
the irritating ſalts conveyed in the hrine. It 
reſembles the fluid in the ye, Which is fer 
ereted i in mal dauer; but ben he ny 


& { 1H: » 
mal gland is ſtimulated by grief, duſt, or other 
eu ſubſtances, 1 ae becomes 


Strke ape - 


we ger way / ah a eee Sewing af dif- 
charge from that organ; yet no one ſuſpects 
the exiſtence of any ulcers there; and. Sis 
often:obſerved, that the diſcoloured mucus of 3 
- that part bears ſo ſtrong a reſemblance to le 
virulent diſcharge in the gonorrhœa, that it 
bas often perplexed perſons conyerſant in theſe. 
matters to diſtinguiſh two handkerchiefs, or 

other linen, When ſtained with the reſpective * 
mucus. Either of theſe fluids having acquired * 
acrimony will. inflame, and ſometimes ſlightly | . 
excoriate irritable nervous membranes: Theſe 
excoriations generally heal of themſelves, —_— 
when: they do not, no;one hefitates; to appll x, 
repellent. and. healing, medicines to the part, + 


" Darwin faves; j in pn ex eximents on pus 44 mucus, « That 
| wheneyer the ſecretion of any fluid is increaſed, there is, at the ſame 
time, an increaſed heat in the part.” The ſame 1 obſeryes, 
that © the, gatarrhal humour from the noſtrils ſome who ride in 
* froſty weather, and the tears which run down the cheeks of thoſe 
who have an obſtruction of the puncta lachrymalia, are eakily diſtin- 
viſhed from others, by their abounding in ammoniacal or muri 85 | 
ts, whence they inflame the circumjacent ſkin: thus i in the cata bv, 
the upper lip becomes red and ſwelled from the acrimony of the mus, 
cus, and patients complain of the ſaltnels of its taſte. The eyes and 
heeks are red with the corroſive tears, and ichor of ſome herpetie 
WI erodes far and wide the contiguous roma ang is an ber 
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5 ter into the circulation. Writer 5 of 


into the blood, affects all the fluids, ſti mulates 
the veſſels, and is capable of producing violent 
diſorders, ſuch as putrid fevers, &c. Imp wow" 

| With fuch a belief, no thinking mal, in this, * 
any age, would adopt a practice at once ii ir. 

rational and dangerous: but as this diſchargs 
is merely mucus, and Has no concern with tis 


in producing its effects, but alſo app 


injections x made with the white vitriol, are bn . ww 
moſt ſafe and efficacious. Although it is no. © 


bf even the nen a 8 of any ad 
cor ſequence. * With andere the co Yer 
different, *here be ng t "I 


74 


apprehend danger from Gi abſorption of mils 5 


„ p 
ors TEE nt 


dit affert, that a drop öf acrid pus, abſorbed: 


NS 


ſyſtem, or animal economy, it \ 'be e 4 
waſhed” away, like any other ſordes, "or filth | = 
from the ſurfaces of the body. e 55 3 
Injection is not only far more Sen 
Gar 8 On 


N N An * b 
A due compariſon, to poſſeſs another advantage, ; 
that of being à more cleanly,. lafe, and a agree- 
able method of cure, than any other. OE OY. 


The candid Dr. Buchan is of opinion, that 


| + 12 Fx | As 1 3 3 
very common to cure the Gonorrhaa 'by A... 3 ; 
gent injections, there are ſtill many practiti- 


oners, who do not approve this mode of prac- . 
vice. I can, however, from much experience 2 1} 
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1 r it Jakoth he my = ee and 

- efficacious method of cure; and that any bad 

JF conſequences ariſing from it, muſt be owing to 
the ignorance or miſcondu& of the practitioner 
himſelf, and not to the remedy. >. 

+ © This diſorder, if taken in the beginning, 
may be cured with eaſe and ſafety in a few 
days, by means of Injection; but Quacks, and 
ignorant pretenders to phyſic, make it their 
buſineſs to delay the cure as long as they can, 

for their own lucrative views. This they give 

f the ſpecious pretence of ſafety to, and falſely 
perſuade i ignorant patients, how dangerous it 
is to remove the diſorder in a ſhort time; 
while the greater appearance of opulence a 
man makes to ſuch ſort of practitioners, the 
longer his cure is protracted +.” 


I haye only to add, in this place, that I am 
confirmed; more and more, in the uſe of In- 


jections, from my own experience, and from 
the teſtimony of others. 


. Domeſiic Medicine, eighth edition, correct and enlarged. 
Bl 1 8ee Dr. Profily's eaſy method, &c. which I have abridged, and 


| 3 7 Y 1 many weighty arguments may be found in favour of Injection. 
bw o be had of Mr. Cadell. Allo A new Evpirtion Fun- 


How onthe Nature and gere Abſcefſes, and of Wounds in * : 
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ABSORPTION. 


BY 
A 
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C2970 
On the common Methods of uſing Mercury. 


Lues is a veneral infection in the maſs of 

blood; and is to be cured by throwing 

a ſufficient quantity of mercury into the ſyſtem 
to expel it. 

The uſual methods 1 accompliſhing this, 
are by pills, boluſes, and draughts, and alſo by 
outward application of mercurial ointment. 

The firſt three are conveyed by the mouth 
into the ſtomach, where the mercury is, in 
part, abſorbed by the lymphatic veſſels of that 
organ, and conveyed into the blood; alſo by 
the ſame veſſels in the inteſtines, and fre- 
quently the greateſt portion of it eſcapes out of 
the body by this outlet, having firſt irritated” 
the animal economy throughout the whole of 
the canal. 

Mercury may be prevented from paſſin 
downwards by joining opium with it, which 
takes off its ſtimulus, and generally prevents 
its purgative effects; but this often creates fick- 
neſs and reaching, and ſhakes the whole 

nervous ſyſtem. | 

Two grains taken up into the bl by the 
mouth, will produce as powerful an effect on 
the ſyſtem, as twenty thrown into the ſtomach, 
on the preſumption that eighteen of the twen- 
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ty make their exit downwards; we reckon on⸗ 
ly what gets into the ſyſtem, for what paſſes 
through, ig bt, and certainly better had ne- 
ver been given; the ſtomach being irritable, 
and not adapted to retain mereury. bs. 
Mercurial ointment cures by being taken up 
into the blood by the abſorbents of the exter- 
nal ſkin,- and when introduced there, by ope- 
rating on the, whole vaſcular ſyſtem, and ex- 
pelling the veneral poiſon by the different ſe- 
cretions and excretions of the body. It is dirty, 
diſagreeable, commonly flow and tedious: it 
requires too much labour for perſons in a weak 
ſtaie, and if the friction is performed by other 
buods: than their own, one half of the'oint= 
ment, or more, muſt be loſt to the patient, 
and may prove yery injurious to the party. who 
applies it. | 
It affects the ſtomach or bowels, and brings 
on purging; inſomuch that it is not uncommon 
for patients, both in public and private practice, 
to die under a courſe of unction, of violent 
cholics, accompanied by ſanguinary and other 
fluxes, owing to the great quantity of mercury 
abſorbed and en in the conſti- 
tut ion. ä 5 
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Mepicar LETTERS addreſſed to Mr. Clare. 
cc S the external ſurface of the body is 
ce every where bibulous, ſo is the 
* internal. There can be no doubt of abſorp 
* tion taking place on the inſide of the 


* mouth, of the preputium, of the labia, &c. 


and any fine powder, capable of being ab- 
ſorbed there, will, no doubt, be more readily 
e abſorbed when mixed with a watery fluid. 
When mixed with oil, and applied to wet 
ſurfaces, it may be preſumed that it will be 
kept at fome diſtance. It is likewiſe ver 


0 probable, that when the calomel is rubbed 8 


upon the ſurfaces of the mouth, what gets 
e into the ſtomach is carried down ſo gradu- 
ally, and diffuſed over ſo great a ſurface, 
that it will ſtimulate the prime vie much 
leſs; and people with very tender bowels 

may therefore bear it much better, than when 
< given in pills, bolufles, &c.—andl it is rea 


ec ſonable to ſuppoſe, that watery fluids will, 


in general, be more readily abſorbed, per- 
haps, even when applied to the outward 


F Hunter, M. D. | 


Dr. Hunter firſt honoured me with his carepbogating Teai- 


mony and unreſerved Approval of my Eſſay on Abſceſſes, and Dew 


mode of Abſorption ; and having, for ſeveral years, attended the in- 
ſtructive Lectures oſ this celebrated Anatomiſt and Phiſioloę iſt, 1 
greatly revere his memory.— An Engraving ef the Doctor is nov 
making, (and will ſoon be preſented to my friends) from a, waren 


model ie law at my.houle, and which met with his approbation. / . > 


C SIR, 
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8.1 R, 
OUR new method of 0 th Mercury 
into the circulation, by means of the 
Abſorption which takes place from the infide 
of the mouth, recommends itſelf to me from 
the following conſiderations. 

The ſurface, on which you propoſe the calo- 
mel ſhall be rubbed, is, in its own nature, a bet- 
ter abſorbing ſurface, than perhaps, any other, 


_ acceſſible to friction in the body. It is now 
generally allowed, that every ſurface in the 


body, every cell, abforbs; but it appears alſo, 
that the abſorbents are by no means equally 


active, and that, like arteries and veins, they 


too, from the application. of ſtronger ſtimuli, 


may be excited to greater activity. The ſtimu- 


tus of the chyle and lymph on the orifices and 


coats of the abſorbents, is, I preſume, the ordi- 
nary cauſe of abſorption; but the ſtimulus of 


any ſubſtance, capable of being abſorbed, may 


de equally a cauſe of abſorption, nay, may 
be ſometimes a more exciting cauſe than the 


common one. The cuticle (or ſcarf-ſkin) is it- 
ſelf r not vaſcular, i inorganic, and inſenſible. It 


not only makes an external covering to the 
body, but it lines ſome internal cavities, as che 
mouth, the noſe, the œſophagus. It is every 


where porous, but . pores are probably of 
1467 h various 


( 19 ) | | EF. 
various diameters ; and in ſome parts, 1ſhould 
alſo preſume, it might be more porous, in others 
leſs fo. This cuticle is alſo thicker in ſome 
places, and thinner in others. There is a greater 
ſecretion on thin cuticular ſurfaces, and of 
courſe they may be ſuppoſed more porous, The 
abſorbents lie under it, and muſt be ſtimulated 

through it. Abſorption may take place through 
the thickeſt cuticular ſurface, eſpecially if ſe- 
vere and conſtant friction be employed. A 
porter, for example, ſhall be engaged for two 
or three days in rubbing down quickfilver with 
hogs-lard in a mortar, and from working the 
peſtle, the upper end of which is now and then” 
ſmeared with a little of the ointment, he ſhall, 
have fœtid breath and ſore gums, (the ordinary 
effect of mercurial friction), ſhewing that ab- 
ſorption had taken place from one of the thick- 
eſt cuticular ſurfaces, the palms of his hands, 
Though abſorption. may take place from ſuch a 
ſurface, yet, in general, the thinner the cuticu- 
lar ſurface is, the cloſer will the matter, to be 
_ abſorbed, be applied to the mouths and coats 
of the abſorbents, and ſtimulating them more 
readily, will be ſooner abſorbed. Thus vene- 
real matter, applied under the prepuce in men, 
or on the inſide of the labium in women, gets 
jooner 1 into the inguinal glands, ſooner into the 
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habit, than if it had been applied to the outſide 
of either parts. A little child, in her maid's 


arms, received a kiſs from a girl of the town, 
who accidentally paſſed by. The cuticular co- 
vering is remarkably thin on the edge of the 
lips, and allowing the blood to appear more 
readily through it, gives them their greater red- 
neſs. A chancre, on the projecting part of the 
under: lip, was the conſequence of this ſalute; 
which, in a few days, made its appearance, and 
reſiſted every application for a fortnight. or 
more. Atlaſt it yielded to mercury ; and thus 
ſhewing itſelf to be venereal, recalled the cir- 
cumſtance of the kiſs, which, but for this, had 
paſſed unnoticed. Had the venereal matter 
been applied to the cheek, externally, it is pro- 


bable, from what we ſee daily, that it might 


have lain ſome time without producing any 
effect, and at laſt have been wiped off; or, at 
leaſt, that it would not have produced a chanere 
ſooner than a fortnight, or even fix weeks. If 
the poiſon makes its way more quickly from 


an infide or thin cuticular furface, why ſhould 


not its antidote do the ſame thing? 


The abſorption of calomel from the infide 
of the mouth, in your method, appears, from 
the teſtimony of ay” of Nour patients, unde- 

niable. 


* 
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niable. For if they rub calomel every day 
on the infide of the mouth, and it does not 


gripe or purge; and if the common effect 


of it taken into the ſtomach, is, that it cer- 


tainly gripes and purges; then we muſt con- 
clude, that the calomel given in your way, has 


not gone into the ſtomach, whilſt its producing 


widens effects on the diſeaſe for which it was 
exhibited, ſhews, that jt has certainly got into 
the habit; or, in other words, that it has been 
abſorbed by the ſurface to which it was ap- 
plied. 


Calomel abforbed in your way, Wy bs. 
the moſt eligible method, becauſe it is leſs ape 


to irritate the ſtomach and inteſtines, and, by 
Purging, to deſtroy its proper effect, than it 
would be if its firſt action was to be immediate- 
ly on theſe parts. There are ſome preparations 


of mercury which may be taken into the ſto- 
mach without irritating too much, provided 
opium is exhibited along with them; but there 


are many conſtitutions which will not bear 


opium, and if mercury cannot be exhibited pro- 


perly without it, patients poſſeſſed of fuch 


coftitutions muſt be extremely. ninfortunate, 


| eſpecially if to the former peculiarity of habit 
18 joined another, viz. an antipathy in the ſkin 


e 
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to every thing oily. How many, originally 
vigorous, deduce their prefent weak bowels, and 
debilitated conſtitutions, from the miſchief oc- 
caſioned by the action of mercury on the prime 
viz. Now, whether the calomel is here ab- 
ſorbed from the mouth, or not, ſuppoſing it 
actually goes into the ſtomach, but that the 
circumſtance of its being given in a liquid form, 
diffuſes its particular ſtimulus, or that this ſti- 
mulus is blunted by its ropy vehicle the ſaliva, 
and that thus only it becomes milder in its ope- 
ration; ſtill the fact is, that it really is milder, 
and of courſe, as the medicine is allowed to 
be equally efficacious, this method is to be 
preferred to any of the modes of bung mer- 
cury internally. 

With thoſe who belions that the eh 
4s abforbed from the infide of the mouth, and 
that it does not pafs into the ſtomach and in- 
teſtines, there will be till lefs doubt with re- 
ſpec to the propriety of employing this method 
rather than the giving calomel, or indeed, any 
other commonly preſcribed preparation of mer- 
cury, in form of draught, bolus, or pill; for 

though theſe preparations, taken into the ſto- 
mach and inteſtines, may ſometimes be ah- 
forbed from their internal ſurface, as well as 
from any other, yet, from the greater irrita- 
_ ability 


contrary, if calomel is rubbed on the infide of 


4 
biliry of theſe ſurfaces, the ſtimulus of the ca- 
lomel, or of the other preparations, is more 
likely to prove too great; to produce fickneſs, 
griping and purging, and to occaſion their be- 
ing hurled out of ah body, before ſufficient 


time has been allowed for their abſorption. In 


this way the remedy runs a greater riſk of be- 
ing entirely loſt, and of producing as little ef- 


fect on the diſeaſe, for which it was exhibited, 
as the Peruvian bark would do on an inter mit- 


tent, if, inſtead of ſtaying in the ſtomach, it 
was conſtantly running off by ſtool. On the 


the mouth, it is applied to a ſurface, which hap- 


pens to be alternately expoſed to heat and cold, 
and to conſiderable friction in chewing our food, 


and cleaning our teeth; of courſe to a leſs irri- 
table ſurface, and capable even of bearing 
moderate friction. The calomet will, here be 
mixed with the ſaliva during the friction, will 


be diffuſed over the whole mouth, and abſorbed 
from the inſide of the lips, ſurfaces of the 


tongue, roof of the mouth and fauces, as well 
as of the cheeks. Thus, its firſt effects will not 


be in the way of ſtimulus on the prima vie, 


but it will be gradually and e ae to 
the genera hn 55 


Your 
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Your friction of calomel is a lefs 8 


leſs laborious proceſs, than the common one 


of rubbing mercurial ointment. To be obliged 
to rub, with their own hands, half a dram of 
mercurial ointment, for half an hour every 
night, is a labour only to be conceived by thoſe 
who have experienced it. Nothing is more 
univerſally complained of. What muſt it be 
when half an ounce, or even a whole ounce, is 
rubbed ? The proceſs, in ſhort, frequently tires 

the patient ſo much, that he gives it over be- 
fore it is half performed ; and ſometimes omits 


it, when it ovght to have been done. It re- 


quires confiderable force ; and if the patient 1 


very weak, will, to him, be labour in vain. 
Tam perſuaded, that patients frequently miſs 
of a cure from theſe very circumſtances. Let 


us ſuppoſe fifteen grains of mercurial ointment 
equal in effect to one grain of calomel. This 
calculation, I preſume, will not be thought un- 
fair hy thoſe who have given both quantities, 


on different occaſions, to venereal patients; and 


have obſerved, that they could go on with the 
calomel, for twelve or fifteen days, ſenſibly 
gaining on the diſeaſe: whereas, - when the 
ointment was employed, it became neceſſary, 
long before the end of this period, to increaſe 


the ole. in order to keep up the firſt effects. 


UF 
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If a patient, then, muſt either rub fifreeri 
grains of common mercurial ointment, or one 
grain of calomel, and is allowed, after .try+* 


ing both ways, to chooſe for himſelf, there 
will be little doubt with reſpe& to his choice. 


Your method alfo recommends klelf, a8 4 
neater and more convenient one, than the rub- 
bing mercurial ointment. . The friction of mer 
curlal ointment on the thighs or arms, is, to 
many people, one of the moſt diſagreeable 
things in the world. Its leaden colour, con- 
traſted with the ſkin, makes it look dirty. It has 
A peculiatly offenſive ſmell, independent of 
that of the i turpentine, or balſam of ſulphur; 
Which may have been employed in extinguiſh- 
ing the quickſilver. From the difficulty attend- 
ing the rubbing, the ſkin is generally left: a 
little ſmeated with i it, after the procels ; is over; 
as it is oily, it does not evaporate, or dry, 1 rea- 
dily ; and it will cafily ſtick to Whatever it 
touches. Patients are obliged to fleep i in flan- 
nel drawet$, to prevent the ointment from 
getting through and daubing the bed. clothes. 
They -muſt be frequently changing their 
drawers; 3 conſtantly waſhing the ſkinz.or, 
as waſhing off the ointment would retard 
: the, Grey they muſt remain dirty for 
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fix weeks, or perhaps, three months together; 


and if, by accident, any part of the ointment 
gets upon the linen, from its colour, it is very 


apt to give the alarm in families, and lead to 


diſagreeable diſcoveries. 


Your'sisbetter, cæteris paribus, than the com- 
mon modes of exhibiting mercury internally, 
in as much as it employs friction. Thin as 
the cuticular ſurface is, to which the calomel 
is applied, friction ſeems by no means unne- 
ceſſary; and I ſhould doubt much if the al- 
lowing the powder to lie on the ſurface, or 
the mere keeping it in the mouth for ever ſo 


long a time, would be attended with the ſame 
fucceſs. For though I have no idea that fric- 


tion forces the calomel into the orifices of the 


abſorbents, yet I am convinced that the ſtimu- 
"tus of the friction, joined to that of the calo- 


mel, makes them take up the mercury more 
certainly and more quickly. * 
Tam $r, 
With fincere regard and eſteem, 
' Your obedient humble Servant, 
| W. CRUIKSHANK. 
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Dear Sir, 


Thank you for the preſent of your Treatiſe 
on the Venereal Diſeaſe, and likewiſe for 
the honour you have done me in addreſſing to 
me your letter, containing Obſervations on 
the Nature and Treatment of the Variolous 
Abſceſs, with remarks on the modern practice 
of Inoculation,” You are juſtly entitled to the 
eſteem and thanks of the public, for the pains 
you have taken to alleviate the ſufferings of 
mankind, in two of the moſt dreadful diſorders 
incident to' human nature. The ſmall pox 
ſweeps off one fifth of the human ſpecies in the 
ſtate of infancy z while the lues venerea com- 
mits its filent ravages on the flower and vigour 
of youth. Yet, dreadful as theſe calamaties 
are, they admit of more relief from the me- 
dical art, than any other diſorders with 
which we are acquainted. For the venereal 
diſeaſe we are in poſſeſſion of x ſpecific: remedy, 
which, if properly. applied, will ſeldom fail to 
| perform a cure; and the ſmall pox, every one 
knows, may, by inoculation, be rendered ſo 
mild, as hardly ta deſerve the name of a dif- 
eaſe. To extend the practice of inoculation, 
and to point out the moſt ſafe and efficacious 
method of exhibiting mercury, muſt therefore 
be conſidered as two of the greateſt benefits 
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that can be conferred on mankind. Of all the 
various modes of exhibiting mercury, that 
which you recommend ſeems to me the moſt 
fafe, and I have no doubt but it will likewiſe 
be found the moſt efficacious. A falſe opinion 
has long prevailed, that every medicine ought 
to be taken into the ſtomach. This has done 
much miſchief. Many people have fuch an 
averſion to medicine of all kinds, that they will 
ſuffer any thing rather than Walo a ſingle 
doſe. Others have ſuch a debility of the viſcera, 
that though they can ſwallow mercury, yer 
it tears their ſtomach and bowels to pieces. Of 
this, every medical practitioner, muſt have ſeen 
many inſtances. There are few perſons who 
have been ſo unfortunate as to take large quan» 
tities of this mineral, in the uſual way, "who do 
not exhibit melancholy proofs of its baneful 
effects on the ſtomach and bowels. By your 
mode of adminiſtering mercury, theſe effects 
are obviated, while it is much more cleanly 

and agreeable than the common mode of ap- 
plying it to the fkin.—With regard to your re- 
marks on the modern practice of inoculation, 
J have only to obſerve, that they entirely co- 
incide with my own ſentiments on that ſubject. 
Inoculation can never 2 a Wing to man- 
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will never be the caſe while it remains in the 
hands of the faculty. Every attempt, there- 
fore, to render this operation eaſy and fami- 
liar, and to ſhew that it's ſucceſs does not de. 
pend upon medical {kill and addreſs, either in 
preparing the patient, or treating the diſeaſe, 
muſt be highly laudable. Indeed your whole 
pamphlet breathes a ſpirit of liberality and 
 candour, which will not fail to place your name 
high! in the li of thoſe generous benefactors 

of ſociety, who have aſſiſted in extending the 

advantages of this important diſcovery to 

mankind. Wishing you. all ſuccels i in your 
endeavours to leflen the miſeries of human 
life, 
1 remain, 

PA R SIR. 
aut. 8 ſincerely, 


. Norfolk-freet, tand. W. BUCHAN, 


Dear Sir, A 


of reading your n on W 
to be conveyed into the conſtitution by 
Abſorption, with more adavantage and equal 
ſucceſs, &c, I Was o pleaſed with the idea, that 
Fdetermined to try it the firſt opportunity which 
ſhould offer itfelf, ftrictly following your mode, 
preſcribed. In the beginning of Ocober laft, 
a particular friend of mine, from the country, 
came to me, then about a month ill of a viru- 
lent chancre, to ſuch a degree, that the ulcers 
of various fizes, deeply ſeated, had almoſt de- 
ſtroyed the framm. Delitcus of my advice, 
I preſtribed your mercurial liniment, the be- 
nefit of which he very ſoon experienced, by 
recovering in the ſpace of a fortnight, perceiv- 
ing not the ſmalleſt inconvenience from its 
uſe. He, on the contrary, found his bowels 
perfectly free from any attack on them, the 
uſual attendant on former methods of treat- 
ment, which he had frequently experienced 
previous to this trial. No kind of waſh or ap- 
plication whatſoever was uſed for the ulcers, 
Which, notwithſtanding, grew gradually better 
and healed. I ſaw him but very lately, when 
he informed me, that he had not had the ſmalleſt 
return of the complaint in any ſhape. It af- 
forded me the more Nenlure, as he was obliged | 


to 
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to viſit much, and go into companies, where 0 
a reſervedneſs in his manner of living amo 
his friends, muſt inevitably have raiſed ſuch ſub 
picions as would have proved/:prejudicial..v 
Two other caſes of the like complaint have 
fince occurred to me, in both ſexes; where 1 


mode eee better with people 


of this affention in the one, a man who drank 
all kind of ſtrong liquors, was ſcarcely ever in 
bed for a week together, and chat at the breax 
of day, and much expoſed to cold, damp, and 
moiſt air.—If theſe little obſervations, made 
by me, in conſequence of your diſintereſted 
publication, can afford you any ſatisfaction, | 
I will, in future, do myſelf the pleaſure tocome | 
municate what ſhall fall under my inſpection, 5 
with the utmoſt e till when, I er 
with much eſteem, Dear Sir, LIK 


Your. moft obedient Servant, | 


Sothamptor-frec, 8 HENRY XY KROHN, 
Croent:Garden. 
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And What is more ſurprixing, iC. whe” this fee 


debauchees, having had a moſt effectial Jace $316 
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i adi: to you. with! that degree 
of pleaſure and ſatisfaction which is eaſier 
to be conceived than expreſſed by genes 
rous and liberal. minded men, (whoſe grand 
object is philanthropy, ) a very obftinate ſyphiꝛ: 
litic caſe, which occurred to me in my practice; 
at the time I was ſurgeon of his Majeſty's ſbip 
Heart of Oak; This caſe had xeſiſted a thos 
Tough mercurial courſe, as recommended by | 
Sir William Fordyce, and other men of emis 
nence,, and yielded at laſt to the elegant and 
agreeable mode diſcovered and recommended 
by you, in your late ingenious publication; which 
merits a candid reception from the public. 
This is due to every individual who com- 
municates his knowledge for the S a man- 
kind. | 

Mr. Bird, at preſent badge t the Glan 
Lord Hood, was the firſt who adviſed me to 
make trial of your new method of applying 
mercury, having often tried it himſelf with the 
greateſt ſucceſs, I confeſs that at firſt thought 
it ſtaggered nie; but having ſeen and proved 
its good effects, Iam now as möcht an advocate 
- for it, as I was before doubtful of its efficacy: 
After Ihadperuſed with attention, and maturely | 
E your Treatiſe on the ſubjeR, I was 
LY | ſtruck 
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ingenuity of argument, being confiſtent with 
reaſon and founded on anatomical facts; at the 


ſtruck with the pertinence of your remarks and 


ſame time I have been often a witneſs to the 


fallacy of the Alterative Plan, with the diſagree- 


able and dreadful conſequences ariſing from 


mercurial friction on the extremities. I have 
known on ſbip board, and on ſhore likewiſe, 


but more particularly in the former, dange- 


rous feyers and fatal diarrhœas ſupervene from 
that manner of applying the mercury; AI am 


now confining myſelf entirely to ſea practice; 


and you will anticipate me in remarking, that 
the venereal diſeaſe conſtitutes a great part of 
it. My objection to the mercurial unguentous 
frictions at ſea muſt appear clear and obvious 
to every practitioner on that element, and is 
plainly this: the unavoidable expoſure to the 
external air for the ſpace of half an hour, 


while the proceſs of rubbing in the. ointment 


is performing in the cockpit, the place allotted 


for the ſurgeons to examine the lick and 


wounded. The reſult of ſuch treatment is, an 


obſtructed perſpiration, which too frequently 


terminates in a dangerous febrile affection, and 


that of the putrid kind, and we are all ſenſible 
how fatally that diſeaſe ends on ſhip board, by 
| cr Dang communicated to half the crew. 
| E | Adyocates 
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Advocates and ſticklers for this method of 
uſing mercury, have not, or will not attend 
to the above intereſting particulars: they. con- 
tend, that the mercurial ointment does not 
affect the alimentary canal, fo as to excite 
them to evacuate their contents, and that it is 
eaſier conveyed into the circulation, than when 
taken into the ſtomach in form of boluſes, 
mixtures, &c. that it ſooner gets into the ſan- 

guiferous ſyſtem, than when taken in by the 
mouth. Be it ſo, yet experience aſſures us, 
that it often does affect the ſtomach, and will 
be as readily abſorbed and carried into that 
uſeful organ in the animal economy, as the 
application of a ſaturnine preparation to an in- 
flamed leg, which cauſed violent cholics, and 
ether dyſpeptic ſymptoms. A caſe of this 
kind lately occurred to a friend of mine, a 
very eminent practitioner in ſurgery in this 
metropolis; and therefore to reafon from ana- 
logy and upon the fame principle, mercury 
rubbed on the extremities I haye often ſeen 
occaſion very violent diarrhceas, which greatly 
reduce the patient. 

l have faid no more than what is juſt, and 
founded on facts, and facts are ſtubborn things: 
but men of a certain deſcription, biaſſed by 
particular methods or lyſtems, too frequently 
| x Prevent 
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prevent the adyancement, and improvement of | 
medical knowledge, and by eſtabliſhing the 
whims, errors, and opinions of their reſpective 
teachers, rather than advancing any new 
opinion to the improvement of their profeſſion, 
go on in the old beaten track. —I know no 
character ſo truly deſpicable, or that deſerves 
the reproach and indignation of ſociety more, 
than the man who deſpiſes the knowledge of 
rules of ſciences in the practice of a liberal art, 
when the moſt invaluable and precious of all 
human bleſſings, health, and its attendant com- 
forts, are at ſtake.—Let us, as men profeſſing 
a liberal ſcience, ſhake off prejudice, and con- 
ſcientiouſly and judiciouſly adopt that mode 
which is conſiſtent with reaſon, and crowned 
with ſucceſs. —I am convinced that the majo- 
rity of the naval ſurgeons, candidly ſpeaking, 
will ſtrengthen theſe my juſt affertions; and 
conclude with me in obſerving, that your mode 
of uſing mercury is the moſt agreeable, ſafe, 


and efficacious of any practiſed ſince this dire- ; 


ful malady made its appearance in Europe, 
which is now near three centuries ago. Happy 
will it be for mankind when generally adopted, 
and I hope ſoon to ſee it riſe ſuperior to 
the mean attacks of illiberal-minds; which 
Ban : beſtow no praiſe but on themſelves, . 
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in theſe few and incorrect remarks I contri- 
bute in the leaſt degree to make it more ex- 
tenfively embraced, I ſhall think it one of the 
happieſt periods of my life: for nothing re- 
Joices me more than to ſee men of merit meet 
with their deſert. I ſhall ſelect one of ſeveral 
ſucceſsful caſes. 

A young gentleman, a 2 — aged 
twenty years, came on board the Heart of 
Oak on September the 20th, 1781. His ſymp- 
toms were as follows, a violent head-ach, noc- 
turnal pains in his bones, a large foul undi- 
geſted ulcer in his left tonfil, a large chancre 
on the preputium, a heat in his urethra at. 
tended with a great ſcalding when he made 
water, but notwithſtanding all theſe terrible 
appearances, he was able to go about. Upon 
my requeſting to be informed of every thing 
relative to the riſe and progreſs of the diſeaſe ; 
he told me that it was contracted at Portſmouth, 
about four months previous to his being or- 
dered on board the Heart of Oak. It firſt ap- 
peared with a very troubleſome irritation in 
the urinary paſſage, which ſeized him about 
four days after this impure connection, and 
for ſome days encreaſed, notwithſtanding his 
immediate application to the ſurgeon of the 
' ſhip he was then on board of, being a guard- 
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ſhip at Spithead. He gave him, as he ſaid, oh 


mond emulſions, with nitre, ſalts and manna, 
and ordered him to dilute freely with barley 


water, linleed tea, and other ſuch demulcents. 
Venæſection was not omitted. In the courſe 
of ten days, mercurial ointment was uſed very 
liberally on his thighs, for at leaſt a month, 
with britk purges at intervals—The running. 
he ſaid, was very plentiful for the ſpace of five 
or ſix weeks, and at the end of that period, 
he was thought to be cured; however, a few 
weeks after, his health was gradually on the 
decline, with a diminution of appetite, ſtrength, 
and ſpirits; his ſleep was interrupted by pains 
in his limbs, and nothing more was adminis 
ſtered to him untill he came on board our 
ſhip.—I thought the above was a proper caſe 
to give your mode a e trial, and the 
reſult was as follows: 

I directed him to rub two grains of — 
on the inſide of his mouth twice in the day, 
and at the expiration of ten days, his mouth 
became tender and his breath affected: when 
that event took place, the chancre and ulcer 
in his tonfil pat on a kind and healing appear» 
ance, granv ited well, and were entirely 
healed in tic hace of five weeks after adher- 
in 1.5 ireatment—4s for his other ſymp 


tome, 
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toms, the head-ach, nocturnal pains, &c. at the 


b termination of ſeven weeks they were per- 


fectly cured. I have one remark to make, 
that during this mercurial courſe, I kept up a 
conſtant ſoreneſs in his mouth, but took care 
to avoid a ſpitting : this was accompliſhed by 
defifting from rubbing when the ſoreneſs ran 
too high. It was ſurprifing, that from the firſt 
fortnight after he had uſed the calomel, he re- 
covered his appetite and ſpirits, gathered 
ftrength daily, and became fat upon it. —I am 
afraid, Sir, I have encroached too much on 
your patience, but believe me I feel a ſenſible 
pleaſure in the relation of theſe fats. This 


one of the many caſes in which I have had an 


opportunity of proving its ſuperior efficacy, 


alone is a ſufficient incitement to prefer it above 


all other methods. That it may be attended 


with a conſtant uniform courſe of ſucceſs, is 


the fincere wiſh of, Sir, 


Your very humble Servant, 


Mien Curt, WX. TURNBULL. 
Strand, 5 
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Lieutenant in this Navy, in the Month 

of November, 1781, contracted Steyn y- 
L IS, for which he had been bled freely, taken 
rough Mercurial purges, and been ordered to 
abſtain from all ſtrong liquors. From this ſe- 
vere treatment, and the diſorder together, he 
was greatly emaciated; in which ſtate he ap- 
plied to me. By the uſe of your method, and 
a free regimen, he ſoon recovered his health. 
When I propoſed his rubbing a little powder 
on his lips, he ſeemed much prejudiced againſt 
it, ſaying, © What can that do?” But on my 
_ explaining the nature and operation of the pro- 
ceſs, he conſented to make a trial of it; and 
afterwards thanked me for my great attention 
and care of him. 

I have been aſſured by ſeveral ot that 
they have repeatedly cured themſelyes by the 
directions in your book; which will, in all proba- 
bility, cauſe your method to be brought into ge- 
neral uſe; acircumſtancedevoutly to bewiſhed. 
To ſum up the merits of your practice in few 
words, I am convinced that many lives, de- 
ſtroyed by conſumptions, ariſing from violent 
courſes of mercury, might have been preſerved 
by the adoption of your mild and n 

proceſs. Jam, Sir, &c. 
WX. TURNBULL, 
Dzas 
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Dean SIR, 


N reading your late publication, with re- 
gard to the application of mercury, to 


the inſide of the mouth, &c. with more advan- 


tage than from any other mode offered to the 
public, I was ſo pleaſed with the ſimplicity 


and neatneſs of the method, that I was deter- 


mined to adopt it the firſt opportunity. I ſhall 


not trouble you with a narrative of particular 
caſes, of which you have had many from dif. 
ferent correſpondents; I can, however, from 
ſeveral inſtances aſſure you, that I have ſeen 
more ſpeedy and ſalutary effects from your 


method, than from any other yet held forth 


to the public. With regard to the doctrine of 


abſorption, I do not ſuppoſe any perſons ac- 


quainted with the animal ſyſtem, and the hif- 


tory of phyſic, will refuſe their afſent to it. 
This being taken for granted, wherever the 
friction can be moderately uſed to the thin cuti- 
cular inner ſurfaces of the body, every perſon 


converſant with the ſubjoct, muſt rationally 
conclude, that there it will prove moſt effec- 
tual. Much might be ſaid in ſupport of your 


hypotheſis, but after what thoſe ingenious 
Men, Doctor Hunter, and Mr. Cruikſhank, 
have advanced in ſupport of the doctrine of 


_ abſorption, and in commendation of your diſ- 


covery 


(#3 
covery, it would be ſuperfluous to urge any 
thing more upon the ſubject. Give me leave 
only to ſay, that I do not think there has been 
a greater diſcovery fince Sy DENHAM's time, 
except the modern treatment of inflammatory » | 
fevers, eſpecially that of inoculation, in which | 
improvement the candid Baron Dimſdale claims 
the greateſt merit from the public. No perſon | 
of \liberal ſentiments will condemn your's, or, 
any other new method, until they make a fair 
trial thereof, efpecially as you have adyancec 
nothing inconſiſtent with, or contradictory to 
the preſent practice, in the treatnient of the 
3 venereal diſeaſe. — The expoſing perſons - to 
e the cold air, and indulging them in the free 
uſe of cold water for their drink, even in the 
natural ſmall-pox, had far greater difficulties 
to ſtruggle with, than the Practice you have 
recommended. 
If any thing that I laws ſaid in conſequence 
of your liberal and ingenious publication can 
afford you any TW e I will occationally 
communicate to you in future, whatever maz 
fall under my obſervation; 
And am, DEAR SIR, 
Vour obedient Servant, | 
Wellchſe-Square, WM. TURNBULL, M. D. 
„ | ; 
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n Bein Six, | Abby, ay 18, 1783. 
AM greatly obliged to you for your Pam- 

1 cblev, and for the honorable mention you 
Ng made of me. I have read them with 


" pleaſure, and approve of the practice of ufing 


injections in the cure of the gonorrhcea. It is 


the ready way to work, nor does it deny the 


aſſiſtance of internal medicines, when virulence 
or negle& has made them neceflary. I fin- 
cerely wiſh you ſucceſs in decrying the uſe of 
large quantities of mercury in the cure of ſiphy- 
lis; it is perfectly unneceſſary, always in- 
Jurious, and I do believe it has killed multi- 
tudes, and deſtroyed the health of millions. 
1 hope to ſee the horrid practice of daubing 
with 2 of extinguiſhed quickfilver, laid 
afide, and I mean to aſſiſt i in expunging a me- 
thod founded in erroneous Principles. 

I am glad alſo to ſee you turn your thoughts 
to medical ſurgery; and if ſurgeons in general 
would look the ſame way, they would be do- 


ing effential ſervice to mankind. | Wiſhing 


facceſs in your inquiries, 
I am, Dear SI R, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
375 THO. KIRKLAND.” 


SIR, 
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SIS... e 
YOON after the publication I ſaw your two 
little volumes. Your hypotheſis I imme- 
diately embraced, being irreſiſtibly ſtruck with 
1 its rationality, I directly and clearly 1 
7 1 how much eaſier calomel and ſaliva wouk 

abſorbed than the viſcid ſubſtance of an oint- 
ment; and how much more eligible ſucli a 

mode muſt be, under the ideas of eaſe and ele- 
gance. I moreoyer admired your manner of 
applying it—How much more readily the in- 
= £ ternal ſurface of the mouth or the lips muſt 
abſorb, than any external part of the body, 

where ſubſtances capable of being abſorbed 

have both guticula and cutis to paſs! Beſides, - 
"Twas convinced of it, from the ready entrance 

| this virus meets with, and from the ſpeedy 

and effectual communication of its dire conta- 

gion, as in the caſe of an ulcer in the lip com- 
ng into contact with that of a ſound perſon. 

Theſe, Sir, were my reflections, on reading 

your book; and I firmly hold them to this 

: hour. I cannot here omit mentioning your 
- ſentiments touching my worthy teacher, Dr. 

Hugh Smith's ne irg of bland coil, 
8 * 


1 
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afterwards of a ſolution of white vitriol. Yor 


are the only ſurgeon that I ever found would 
even bear the mention of ſuch an injection; but 
it was becauſe they never gave themſelves 


time to conſider the principles on which it was 
founded; but you have candidly conſidered, 


and handſomely defended them. I can only 


add my warmeſt wiſhes, that your truly laud- 


able and diſintereſted purſuits may be ſucceeded 


by growing and laſting fame and opulence; 


who am, though not ſo happy as to Know 
vou, Sir, 


Your obliged Nane ven: 


s. SAUNDERS, Surgeon, 
Boreham-wood, 


near Barnet, Herts. 


* —_ 


In addition to what is ſaid in my book con- 


cerning Injection, which I am glad to, find has 
met with the approbation of this Gentleman, 1 
beg leave to obſerve, that the objections raiſed 
by. ſome againſt this ſort of practice, do not 


hold good with reſpe& to vitriolic injections. 
Theſe, inſtead of locking up the virulent dif 
charge in the urinary paſſage, occaſion a ſepa- 
ration of the mucus, and, by their detergent pro- 


Abus. immediately Ace the oftending i irri- 
tating vi Fu. . 


$IR, 


5 4 
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SIR, 


VV OUR peculiar and aloe: mia 2 | 
1 adminiſtering mercury by abſorption, 


has, it is well known, much expedited the cure 
of Lues Venerea; and appears, in that reſpe&, .- 


to have met with the approbation of many 
gentlemen of the faculty, eminent for their 
learning and abilities. Indeed, any one, who 
for a moment confiders the direful effects that 
accompany the introduction of this active mi- 
neral into the ſtomach, or the diſagreeable and 
tedious proceſs of forcing a greaſy ointment 
through the ſkin, will not heſitate to confer 


upon you, all the e that ſo e 


a diſcovery merits. 


It appears to me, however, that the benefit 
of this improvement may be ftill farther ex. 
tended, I am the more eaſily induced to com- 
municate to you my ſentiments upon this ſub. 
ject, from a conviction that your philanthropy 
muſt render every obſeryation agreeable, that 
tends to enen the general good of mrs ry 85 


Medical writers hade always obferiier that 1 
the Hydrophobia, the principal ſymptom ocea, | 
ſioned by the bite of a mad dog, particularly — 
affects the throat and ſaliyary glands. It is well | 
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„ 
eſpecially when adminiſtred in your method, 
to ſtimulate, and increaſe the action of theſe 
glands. May we not therefore reaſonably ſup- 
poſe that mercury might be uſed with advantage 
iQ obviate, or to cure this ſhocking malady. 
This practice has, indeed, been recommended 
by ſome medical writers, but it has by no 
means been purſued with that attention and 
ſpirit that, it feems to deſerve. From a juſt 
fear of hurting their conſtitutions, many people 
are deterred from taking mercury in the ufual 
manner as a preventive, when under the ap- 
prehenſion of having contracted this diſeaſe. 
This fear might be greatly obviated, and life in 
many caſes preferved, by ufing your method, 

which neither endangers health, nor is producs 
dive of au ene 2 


* 


Even * hs hdrevhabis has kes — 
by ſuddenly producing a violent ſalivation, the 
x9ifon might, perhaps, be expelled, and the 
Patient have fome chance to recover. The moſt 
expeditious method e of 1 impregnating the ſyſtem 
with a great quantity of mercury is, no doubt, by 
abſorption from the mouth as your practice 
| combines the: moſt cafy, and, at the fame time, 


the moſt, eff >Ctual - means of applying en 
wo remedy tothe hum a. bad,. 134 
W Ame: $14 LY Yours, &. e wO1 £4 
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HE ance 1.8 . your truly 

_ ingenious mode of curing a diſprder fa _ 
W to both ſexes, by abſorption from the 
internal ſurface of the mouth and lips, defeats 


the influence of prejudice, in Proportion . 


practitioners become more and more eye-wit- | 
neſſes to its ſuperior, advantages over all other 

methods kitherto practiſed. Its ſucceſs has 
gained i it ſuch an extraordinary attention, that, 
in the records of medical diſcoveries, there is 


: not, perhaps, an example of fuch zeal and 


emulation having been excited by: any object 3 1 


becauſe few, indeed, would be deemed fo in- ; | 


tereſting, were we but acquainted with all the 


ravages long made by the i improper ad mini- 


tration of mercury moſt juſtly condemned hy 


i your intelligent correſpondents. For my own. : 


part, pleaſed with the novelty of ther ene 
was no leſs ſo with its ſucceſs, 


fully evinced in a variety of aloe: 1 8 
Jour unreſerved and open communication iy 955 
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it to the public, through various. channels, has 


brought ſo many. champions into the field, that 
it is not a few ſheets of paper that would ſerve. 
to relate the ſucceſsful hiſtory of the campaign. 

When your uſeful diſcovery, and that other 
important one of! Dr. TRY the: 1 2 ogiſti- 
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tated Air, which, as far as it bids fair to cure, 
without internal medicines, pulmonic com- 
plaints, the too frequent conſequences of rough 
mercurial courſes, may be conſidered as nearly 
allied to your's of abſorption : I ſay, when both 
theſe diſcoveries, which ſeem to have been re- 
ſerved for this period of time, are viewed in 
their-proper-light, ſome may be apt to think, 
with the learned Abbe Fontana, that we ſeem 
approaching one of thoſe great epochas to 
Which nature conducts us, after a lapſe of 
ages, and which ſhe diſtinguiſhes by ſome re- 
markable diſcoveries for the benefit of mankind. 
I intended, at this time, to have added ſome 
" obſervations and experiments on dephlogiſti- 
cated air, in caſes which baffle the art of phy- 
| fic; but thefe I muſt defer till another PR” 
twnity, LT am, $18, Four LC. - 
Fo: 196, Fleet. Street. on J. DEBRAW. 


My! ingenious friend and — Mr. De- 
braw, whoſe abilities in chymiſtry and medi- 
cine were well known and reſpected at the uni- 
verfity of Cambridge, during a refidence of ſe- 
veral years, having promiſed me the reſult of 
his obſervations, I can only ſay, I ſhall be happy 
to convey them in a future publication. In the 
mean time ſee Dr. F othergill's remarks on De- 
phlogiſticatcd Air, addreſſed to Dr, Hawes. 

"as . | Os 
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DEAR Six, 8 835 c | b 


AM quite aſhamed. in not anſwering your” 
1 very polite and kind favors ſooner, and I 
: return you many thanks for your. books. 


Ever ſince vou communicated to me your 
new and ingenious mode of adminiſtering mer- 
cury by abſorption, I have found it very ſuc- 
ceſsful both in chronic diſeaſes, and alſo in 
ſurgery, in one very obſtinate ſchirrous and | 
ſcrophulous tumor of the . 


It is a very ſafe and neat way of adminiſter- 
ing mercury; and, in ſome habits, I gave it 
during the hard froſt, without catching cold, 
_Trs-uſe muſt” 'not be confined to the Lon 
1 debe as many important diſcoveries will be 
found out. It will always ſucceed in cafes 


both in phyfie and ſurgery, where there is not 
too great a putreſcency of the blood and juices. 


Lam, Dear Il, 
b Vour moſt obliged humble ſervant, 


„ RICHARD TURNER, Surgeon: 
Uxbridge. | 


Reg half a grain, or: a grain, "if Ct 


ſores may be ſprinkled with the lame powder, 
7 an, or moiſtened with a. am oil or water. 


iy | quarter of an qunce of Armenian Bole, and 
| uſed as a Dentifrice, ty wo or three times a day, 


t 


bited in this form, diſcreetly prepared, and 
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on the body of the tongue, on the mouth 


or lips, twice or oftener in the day, carefully Ps 
diſcharging the ſaliva by the mouth, for a | 


minute or longer, that it may not purge. The 


One d 25 of Calomel being well ined, . 


as circumſtances may require, wil alone often 
effect a cure. | | | 


Many other preparations of mercury exhi- 


under the direction of the faculty, will anſwer 


the ſame good Purpoſe i in the moſt inveterate 


4 


cafes: 


Y 
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R. TURNER, in his kite cbſerves wa” 
, «© My method of adminiſtering | mercury 
will always ſucceed in caſes both in phyſie and 
; ſurgery, where there is not too great a putre-, 
ſcency of the blood and j juices.” In ſach habits 


J recommend the ſoft, or hard extract of bark 


powdered, and applied to the ſurface” of the 


mouth, where, mixing with a watery menſtruum, | 


+it diflolyes, and will be quickly abſorbed. 


The beſt medicines when {wallowed, park 755 8 J 


create oppreſſion and ſickneſs in the ſtomach, 


and are rejected by the mouth, urder which Cit. 


cumſtance little benefit can be derived to the 
patient, and when they do keep down, if we. 
are to judge often from their non effect on-the dil 
order, we may fairly conclude they are convey- 
cd, like the groſſer food, through the body, 


bs more fine” and ſubtle. parts Se being ab- 


ſorbed by the lactcals, and. gonvorted into blegd. 
Hence probably it is, that the largeſt. doſes. of 


bark, and other-medicines of that claſs, often fall 
in mortifications of the limbs, for it is not the, © 
quantity of medicine taken, but ſo much only as 
happens to gain admiſſion into the ſyſtem, on 


which dependence can be placed. 


It is eaſy to conceive 9050 may be Steps : 


where it would prove of the higheſt importance, 


to make a little bark, or mercury, go as far as 
Fenn and with a different management, an 


We 


—— 
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ounce might, in ſome hands, produce the good 
effects of pounds, in others, ! mean by abſorption 
from the mouth, inſtead of the ſtomach. | 

* am not batter 3 in my objections to the cuſ- 
tomary modes of ſwallowing medicines in he 
groſs, an ingenious and liberal author baving ex- 
preſſed his ſentiments in the following terms : 

A falſe opinion has long prevailed, that every 
medicine ought to be taken into the ſtomach. 
This has done much mighief. Many people have 
ſuch an averſion to medicine of all kinds, that 
they will ſuffer any thing, rather than ſwallow a 
f ngle doſe.” II am. perſuaded that various diſor- 
ders proceeding from obſtructions, and which 
fall under the province of the phyfician, might 
be happily cured by the abſorption of calomel, 
which pervades the moſt minute veſſels, as well 
as the larger ones, when applied to the ſurface 
of the tongue, without ſubjecting the patient to 
confinement, or any kind of reſtraint. Several 
inſtances of the ſurpriſing efficacy of calomel, 
5 ſcrophulous and cutaneous diſeaſes in general 
have lately occurred in my practice.“ 


7 


A boy of eight years of age applied to me lately, with a r in- 
Alammation of the left eye, which had deprived him of fight, and had a 
icrophulous aſpect; I gave him half a grain of calomel to rub on his 
tongue, twice a day, and directed him not to ſwallow his ſpittle for a few 
minutes after ; yur; in three weeks the poor boy was reſtored to his viſion. 
—A girl of ſeventeen had the good fortune to recover by the ſame means, 
Kan ulcer upon the integuments of her noſe, which navy had been 


bg * 215 ſtanding, and ; Pronounced ca cancex 


